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it may be, a yet more ancient body of doctrine
to cope with present needs, can we doubt
that, if a Metteyya Buddha arose here and
now, he would recast their Dhamma, and,
instead of making " converts " to a Norm
adapted to bygone conditions, would evolve,
with travail of soul, a gospel and a philosophy
built out of the knowledge and the needs of
to-day ? In these slight studies the effort has
been made to follow R. L. Stevenson's advice1
and present the subject-matter from within,
with something of the actor's sympathy. But
the conviction is also present that, for con-
vinced Buddhists of to-day, who stand on the
threshold of a great crisis, as well as for
scholars in general, an inquiry into the bases
of ancient Buddhist thought may become a
living force in present evolution, even as the
explorer, carving a way to the forward view,
turns to adjust his bearings by some rearward
range of hills with kindred trend.
1 See above, p. 109.